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"Tell you? What'd you mean?"

t promise. Okay. Promise to tell me."

Resting hands near the crystal, he
shrugged, but nodded.

"I've been wondering for a while..." |
wiped my mouth. "Dad," | sighed. "Are you
proud of me?"m
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Responsibility American Style

The day | discovered the dark things in my
heart, | knew exactly what to do, the
solution near as a Princess telephone.

Cradling the receiver, my breath beaded
upon the mouthpiece like perspiration.

"Hello," a familiar voice answered.

I hesitated.

"Hello?"

"Mom," | sighed. "I never..." Pausing and
deliberately inhaling, my statement came
sotto voce. "I'm never speaking to you or

Dad again."m

€5 12 o2 o €lpmgy (il oD odins o3

™ e o Jod
55 pLd Slcd b cubls o3 Mo ls Jlgus 41 1"
Cro 4S5 )90 oL 0 y1 g0 S judT 4y 9 3,5 o0 2o
9y Ghiue Al bl ogi 4 g 09y 4%y 9 Py 9
o0 030 9y gl a5 (Jl> 0 py0y 09 00,5 LI
3,5 Al 3T 31 LSU ni3 MeyS gl "M 5 )5 o0
WS e oo 3l aSSul glp b (595,00
o 31)0 e 59y AL Sk a4 &5 1) Glulbews
aolol cd) (8 9 0) (Guidd puawgl 9 08,5 9y 09
a5 o J9d ples (oo o aSCal 51 S L el
" oo e
" @ jgliie S "
fabl lowy Jod Laid":quiS g pold (1550 95 pyw
" o0 e o U9
P Ll CuBIAS S JUS 55 Bla Cowd oy
W10 (950 Cliblgn digld Ay 9y (woyw Lol CSlWI YL g,
b a".pdyS o0 S8 p3g3 b pidle Ll MiedS
B e 4 g Mipads (B pud Sl
."?‘525‘50
Promise to Tell Me
M. Stanley Bubien
"Dad, | have a question," | asked as my
wife departed, clearing the dinner she'd
prepared. Chicken cacciatore, his---and my--
-favorite, a meal which was a sort of
breaking-in of her new kitchen.
"Shoot," Dad prompted, sipping his wine.
My wife reentered abruptly. To distract
her from our conversation, as she reached
for more dishes from the dining room table,
| kissed her hand. She smiled, and when she

was gone, | continued, "Before | ask, Dad,
you have to promise to tell me."
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